The Hakuna
Matata Life

An around-theclock concierge
service and butler, as well
as attentive room service,
ensure that you are easily
able to live the hakuna
matata lifestyle.
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Zanzibar

Karibu Zanzibar, meaning “Welcome
to Zanzibar”, is the first phrase you are
greeted with as you step off the ferry and
onto this magical island paradise. Situated
only a short distance off the Tanzanian
coast, Zanzibar has long been regarded
as a sensory experience par excellence.
This majestic spice island is historically rich
with a mix of Arabic and African cultures,
creating a wonderfully colourful fusion
of influences which can be seen, tasted,
heard, and felt throughout the island.
Having heard countless wonderful tales
of Zanzibar, I decided I simply had to
experience it for myself. I settled myself
in Paje, a beach town on the South East
of the island, known for its uninterrupted
stretches of unspoiled beaches. Paje is
also home to the exquisite Zanzibar White
Sand Luxury Villas & Spa, a resort that
embodies everything this little piece of
paradise exudes, taking the local phrase,
hakuna matata, meaning “no worries”, to a
whole new level.
Zanzibar White Sand Luxury Villas &
Spa is distinctive in so many ways, but
the aspect that struck me the most was
the careful attention paid to sustaining
the local environment and maintaining
the preservation of the island’s rich
culture and magnificent fauna. Designed
by renowned architect, Neil Rocher, the
resort is nestled in tropical gardens.
Rocher’s eco-friendly vision has resulted
in an exquisite and sustainable sanctuary
that effortlessly blends space, comfort,
privacy, incomparable beauty, and
uncompromising luxury. Rolling white28
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stone walls, sandy hues, and aged trees
supporting overhangs all merge to create
an organic fluidity to the overall look and
feel of the resort, blending in perfectly
with the natural landscape. The whole
resort, spread over a whopping four
hectares of exotic gardens and beach, is
powered by wind and solar energy and
even relies on its own water source and
desalination plant.
The resort comprises five one-bedroom
villas, five two-bedroom villas, and one
presidential five-bedroom villa. All of the
villas are sea facing and have two separate
units connected by wooden walkways, as
well as a large beach garden, terrace, and
private swimming pool. The beachfront
villas are all located, as the name suggests,
directly on the beach. In keeping with
the overall design, the villas’ interiors are
minimalist, contemporary, and fresh with
a blend of ethnic African and modern art
and neutral, beachy tones. The rooms are
light, spacious, and breezy and have all
the amenities one would expect from an
exclusive resort.
After a friendly Swahili welcome, a
refreshing welcome drink, and a cold
towel wipe-down providing much needed
respite in the tropical heat, I was led down
a meandering footpath to my home for
the next five nights. As I was led through
the gate of my beachfront villa, I was
spellbound by how the design, layout, and
overall feel of the place really made me
feel as if I were one with nature.
The main unit of the villa is a spacious
lounge area and dining room, and the
second unit consists of the bedroom
and bathroom. An outdoor shower and
bathtub are glorious additions to the villa.
A roof terrace above the bedroom and
hanging star bed in the tropical beach
garden are additional spaces to unwind in
while basking in the natural paradise. An
around-the-clock concierge service and
butler, as well as attentive room service,
ensure that you are easily able to live the
hakuna matata lifestyle. The lavish natural
vegetation creates a garden wonder and
ensures utmost privacy. I had to remind
myself on occasion that I was part of the
greater resort behind me and that there
were, indeed, other people around. It felt
like my own island, completely separate
from anything and anyone else.
The onsite restaurant, Doors To
Zanzibar, overlooks the large central pool
and delights guests with delicious blends
of Zanzibarian and international flavours.
The food is top-class and everything from
the presentation to the fresh popping
flavours display the same careful attention
to detail that is so evident throughout the
resort. Breakfast, lunch, and dinner can
be enjoyed at Doors To Zanzibar where
servers attend to your every need with a
warm smile and jovial Zanzibarian charm,
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or can be enjoyed in the privacy of your villa
where everything will be set up for you on
your terrace or in your private dining area.
The Lounge bar, located in the restaurant,
is stylish and chic, while the Rooftop
Champagne Bar offers panoramic views of
the gorgeous resort and ocean. The Beach
Bar is perfect for a lazy cocktail and tapas
after a day on the beach.
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Zanzibar White Sand Luxury Villas & Spa
offers guests a host of activities, including
snorkelling (some of the best I have ever
experienced), fishing, swimming with
dolphins, a tour of Stone Town, island
hopping, and a spice tour. The latter I
highly recommend, as it is an extraordinary
experience offering a magnificent insight
into the rich history of the island and its
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culture. With its year-round winds, Paje
beach is well-known for having some of the
best kitesurfing conditions in the world.
The resort has a high-end kitesurf club,
Zanzibar Kite Paradise, offering lessons
and equipment rental, as well as access
to equipment for kayaking and stand-up
paddling (SUP). Be sure to book yourself into
at least one or two of the ocean activities
– the crystal clear waters and abundant
colourful sea life are a wonder to explore.
Nestled in the lavish tropical garden
landscape of the resort, The Spa is the perfect
place to relax, unwind, and get completely
spoilt. Including a sauna and a traditional
hammam or steam room, The Spa also has an
onsite masseuse who can offer guests a wide
range of holistic treatments. In keeping with
the sustainable nature of the whole resort,
The Spa uses only locally sources products
based on coconut, seaweed, and spices
indigenous to Zanzibar.
Zanzibar White Sand Luxury Villas & Spa
is a true oasis of relaxation and pleasure.
After six days here, I felt as though I had
been on a transformative holiday, leaving
me feeling rejuvenated and deeply relaxed.
The island is magic and the staff at the
resort leave absolutely no stone unturned,
ensuring maximum satisfaction. You will,
no doubt, want to return again and again.
Karibu sana – “you’re very welcome”.
For more information, please visit
www.whitesandvillas.com.
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Quaff champagne as you enjoy what some describe as the
closest thing to heaven known to man – the magical
“experience” of lazily drifting with the wind in a hot air
balloon on a fascinating aerial sightseeing flight over the
majestic Magaliesbergs, in the World Heritage Cradle of
Humankind, on South Africa’s largest and most experienced
balloon air service.
TEL

(011) 705-3201

EMAIL indwe@balloon.co.za
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